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having their hands tied, they were bound to posts,
and the girls and women gave presents to the men
[47] to be allowed to torment the poor victims to
their heart’s content. I did not remain during this
torture, I could not have endured such diabolical cru-
elty; but those who were present told me, as soon as
we arrived, that they had never seen anything like
it. ‘‘ You should have seen those furious women,’’
they said, ‘‘howling, yelling, applying the fire to the
most sensitive and private parts of the body, pricking
them with awls, biting them with savage glee, laying
open their flesh with knives; in short, doing every-
thing that madness can suggest to a woman. They
threw fire upon them, burning coals, hot sand; and,
when the sufferers cried out, all the others cried still
louder, in order that the groans should not be heard,
and that no one might be touched with pity. The
upper [48] part of their forehead was cut with a
knife, then the scalp was raised, and hot sand thrown
upon the exposed part.”” Now there are some Savages
who wear, through bravado, these scalps covered
with hair and moustaches.* One can still see over two
hundred dents made by the awls in these scalps. In
short, they practiced upon them all the cruelties that
I have above related in speaking of what I had seen
at Tadoussac, and many others, which do not occur
to me at present. When they are told that these
cruelties are horrible and unworthy of a man, they
answer you: ‘‘Thou hast no courage in allowing thine
enemies to live; when the Hiroquois capture us, they
do still worse; this is why we treat them as cruelly
as we can.”” They killed an Hiroquois Sagamore, a
powerful and courageous man who sang [49] while
being tortured. When he was told that he must die,



